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Vision and Purpose Statement:

To encourage and empower changes within ourselves,

to meet the needs of the congregation, community and the world.
Phil. 4:13, James 2:26

Table of Contents

A Message from Pastor Wally

Musings on Missions
Birthdays/ Anniversaries

VBS/ Emergency Responder Appreciation Dinner

Organ Fundraiser/ The Secret Place/ Daylight Savings

Easter Egg Hunt/ Easter Sunday Events

Bible Quiz/ An Easter Prayer
Thank You/ Ladies Luncheon

Lenten Service Schedule/ Maundy Thursday/ Good Friday
New Member Luncheon/ Mosaic/ Youth Group News

Calendar/ Sermon Series

Opportunities for Service & Presence

Kids Page

R G G G G
P ON_~LPOCOOO~NOOOAPRDN-

April 2006

4/1
4/2
4/3
4/4
4/5
4/6
4177
4/8
4/9
4/10
4/11
4/12
4/13
4/14
4/15

2006 Daily Bible Reading Guide for April

Ruth 1-4 4/16
1 Samuel 1-4 4/17
1 Samuel 5-6 Luke 22 4/18
1 Samuel 7-8 Luke 23 4/19
1 Samuel 9-10  Luke 24 4/20
1 Samuel 11-12  John 1 4/21
1 Samuel 13-14 John 2 4/22
1 Samuel 15-18 4/23
1 Samuel 19-23 4/24
1 Samuel 24-25 John 3 4/25
1 Samuel 26-27 John 4 4/26
1 Samuel 28-29 John 5 4/27
1 Samuel 30-31 John 6 4/28
2 Samuel 1-2 John 7 4/29
2 Samuel 3-6 4/30

2 Samuel 7-10
2 Samuel 11-12
2 Samuel 13-14
2 Samuel 15-16
2 Samuel 17-18
2 Samuel 19-20
2 Samuel 21-24
1 Kings 1-4

1 Kings 5-6

1 Kings 7-8

1 Kings 9-10

1 Kings 11-12

1 Kings 13-14

1 Kings 15-18

1 Kings 19-22

John 8
John 9
John 10
John 11
John 12

John 13
John 14
John 15
John 16
John 17
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Opportunities for Service and Presence
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New Member Luncheon
Community Lenten Service
ABW Ministries

Hostess: Barbara Heaton
Meet at FBC
United in Prayer

Easter Egg Hunt at FBC

Palm Sunday

Graduate Horn Recital for
Kirsten Boyd @ Cofac

Community Lenten Service

Boards Meet
Quarterly Business Meeting

Maundy Thursday Service

Good Friday Service at FBC
Good Friday Service at FBC

Easter Sunrise Service

Easter Breakfast

Sunday School

Easter Worship

Ladies Luncheon @ The Old Dairy

Anita Werling WIU Studio Organ

Recital @ FBC

Emergency Responder
Appreciation Dinner @ the 4-H Bldg

Small Group Studies
Experiencing God

Light Supper

The Gospel of John
Experiencing God

If You Want to Walk on Water
Veggie Connection

Sunday Praise Team Practice
Men’s Ministry

Youth Group

Contemporary Worship

Worship
Sunday School
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Calendar/Sermon Series

Easter - “An Endless Story”

Contemporary Worship
Because He Lives
Luke 24:13-35

Because He Lives
Luke 24:13-35

Contemporary Worship
First Person “The Apostle Peter”
‘I Am So Glad He Forgave Me!”

First Person “The Apostle Peter”
“I Am So Glad He Forgave Me!”

Contemporary Worship
Easter - “An Endless Story”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
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Easter Sunrise Worship
Easter - “An Endless Story”

April 2006

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 S M TWT F S

“Then Came Sunday”
John 20: 1-18

2
Getting to Know God | 9

Contemporary Worship 16
God is a Good Shepard 23
Ezekiel 34:11-25 30

3 4 5
10 11 12
17 18 19
24 25 26

1

7 8

God is a Good Shepard
Ezekiel 34:11-25

Contemporary Worship
He is a God Who Has Great Plans
Jeremiah 29:11

He is a God Who Has Great Plans
Jeremiah 29:11
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The Cross Brings Fullness of Life

The Bible says in John 14:19, "because | live, you will live also". If |
could, | would love to observe the life of the Apostle Paul. | would love to
watch him in action as he made the cross the centerpiece of his entire life.
After affirming that he had been crucified with Christ, Paul quickly added these
words. "It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which |
now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me" (Gal 2:20).

Paul was making clear the result of the cross. Paul knew that the ex-
perience of being crucified with Christ was completely linked to the experience
of being empowered and controlled by the risen and living Christ. Paul under-
stood that the Cross is followed by the resurrection. And he refused to settle
for anything else! | think we, too, should strive as Paul did to make the cross
the centerpiece of our entire lives.

We need to allow our risen Christ to empower and control our lives
completely. As we travel through this Lenten season, we must ask ourselves
some crucial questions: How is the cross affecting my life? Am | experiencing
the life of our living Lord or am | just going through the motions?

My prayer for each of us during this season is that we will experience
our living Lord in all His fullness. Come join us for all the activities of this sea-
son - Maundy Thursday, Easter Eve Saturday night, Easter Sunrise, Easter
Breakfast, Sunday School and Worship.

| look forward to spending this time with you.
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I [ n A personal card has been received from Kristina Gutierrez
in Nicaragua, one of our Special Interest Missionaries, thanking our
ABWM for the gift of money at Christmas. Her main ministry has
M I S S [ O [\ Sbeen a chaplaincy program at the Baptist Hospital in Manague,
and a women’s group in a poor neighborhood. She also teaches
) ; and takes care of volunteers. Her husband, Juan, is a regional
E u N IAI missionary and works in partnership with the Baptist University, the
Baptist Theological Seminary, and the rural health program. They

will be leaving for home assignment in June.

Alan Brown, missionary in Greece, recently spent two and a
half weeks in Florida visiting supporting churches. The family furlough is scheduled for
8 weeks this summer.

Last September the “church” of around 40 adults and 20 children met in the
Brown home. On Dec. 11 they held the first service in their new building. It is a good
location, great size for growth, and at a very reasonable rent. The small group has
spent many hours painting, remodeling, and decorating.

Lori & Matt Mann are development workers in Laos. Their main focus more re-
cently has been a program and home for street children. To build relationships they
have started soccer & volleyball games. To prepare the staff to continue the ministry
while they are on home assignment beginning in July, Lori has recently taught first aid
and care of sports injuries. Matt taught a class on Child Trafficking and how to help
communities protect their children. He has made visits to surrounding villages. Child

trafficking & drug addiction are major problems in Laos. Many parents are opium ad-
dicts.

Musing on Missions
by Meryl Cook

True blessings have also come. Visai, a 7 year old boy, was born with a hare lip.
He was one of the children receiving the STEP funds to attend a village school. The
Manns inquired around & found a team of Norwegian doctors that were coming in Janu-
ary to do corrective surgery for --- hare lips. The doctors were contacted & little Visai
was accepted for surgery. The team of doctors came & performed correction surgery for
60 children during the week.

Lori writes, “if you are a doctor and something like this interests you, let us know.
There are many here who could use the touch of Jesus through you.”

She also writes that some of the less intimidated Lao Christians are disappearing
in the provinces. “LY” is the only Christian in a village from where many of the street
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Plaw Members & eCt

Lchzon Immediately following

Sunday School
Peggy Foulk Mike Foulk
Collin Burns Mike Haley
Polly Pittman Rob Waight
& ( ! n # n (‘)
-1 ° @ 220 N. Lafayette Py
MOGSAIC Phone: 309.837.5506 Y adl,
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Quest will be held either July 30 - August 5 or
August 6-12 at Green Lake Conference Center,
WI. This is for youth who have completed
grades 6-12. If your student is interested in at-
tending, please check your calendars and contact Pastor Wally or Justin or
Janel Ensinger as soon as possible.

What is Quest? It began 6 years ago out of a desire to equip students for minis-
try through leadership development and offer them an experience where they
can have a personal encounter with the living Lord. Our goal for this training is
to prepare this generation of students for leadership in their churches and com-
munities. For more information go to http://quest.glcc.org/

Starting June 4th, youth group will be held directly following service (11:45 a.m.)
on Sundays. All youth who will be entering grades 6-12 in the fall are welcome
to attend.
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First Christian Church
Rev. William Brown or Rev. Amy Loving of

NV )
\/ y First Presbyterian Church is speaking.

“‘Everybody Loves a Parade”

)) L (! O#

A Wesley United Methodist Church
Rev. Steve Workman of

L » T_{ First Christian Church is speaking

S = VICE “The Trilemma - Lord, Liar, or Lunatic”
SCHEDULE

! ¢ (! &
First Christian Church
Pastor Wally is Speaking

$1 L ! $1 ) + 1

11:30 a.m. - Rev. Jason Hawkins is speaking
“The Silence of the Cross”

12:30 p.m.- Rev. Victor Randle, Jr. is speaking
“The Wounded Healer”

SERVICE
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children come. His wife is expecting their first child. “Please pray for their continued protec-
tion as he witnesses to those around him”.

American Baptist Church Developers (ABCD) began in 1984 as a funding program
for New Church Planting in the Great Rivers Region. Dr. J. Ralph Beaty, Regional Execu-
tive Minister, envisioned a program that would allow individuals to directly support new
church projects within the region. Individuals are invited to sign up as an ABCD donor.
Those donors are notified by mail of a new church project and are invited to send $25.00 or
more to the GRR office. Members are asked to support three new churches each year.

In the 20 years of ABCD over $432,308 has been given to benefit 29 new churches
within the region. With a regional goal of 5 new churches each year, 650 ABCD donors are
providing about $12,000 for each startup fund. The goal of 1000 donors would significantly
increase our support of each new American Baptist Church.

Even before New Life 2010, the GRR Ministry Board established the following goals:
To plant 50 new churches
Welcome 25,000 new believers
Raise 200 new ministerial leaders
Sharpen congregational ministry tools (renewal)
Promote our Christian identity and American Baptist Heritage

125 churches have reported 1806 baptisms, and 6000 persons involved in disciple-
ship training. In the last 4 years nearly 500 persons from GRR have participated in mission
work tours. 31 GRR churches have reported 67 persons preparing for careers as ministers.
30 seminary students from GRR have received scholarship assistance, and 19 pastors par-
ticipated in the CECL program at Green Lake.

To enroll in the ABCD program, a form may be completed and sent to the Springfield
Regional Office. These forms are available in the church office.

The annual Mother’'s Day banquet is scheduled for May 19 at 6:30 p.m. It will be a
salad meal. A program will follow.

o bk wbd-~

Birthdays
April 9 Matt Mann, IM, Laos
April 27 Laura Parajon, IM, Nicaragua
April 29 Daniel Chetti, IM, Lebanon
Bible Book of April - Zechariah
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11

14

16

22

25

27

28

Wendy Geltmacher
’ I - ! i

Charlene Jackson
Bert Miller

Pastor Wally Holt
Betty Ingledue

omn -2 + 3./

Meryl Cook
Ryan Sample

Emily Johnson
Sharon Sample

Collin Burns
4 -566 511 ./
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Dear FBC,

| was extremely touched to receive such a generous monetary gift to be
used to do something fun with my girls. Also, your e-mails, cards, and calls
have been so encouraging and much appreciated. Russ tells me how you
all have been praying faithfully for me which | am so grateful.

God has definitely been using my situation to glorify Him and | am deter-
mined with God’s strength to not waste any opportunities. He has a great
purpose and plan - He knew before | was born that this part of my life would
be spent with cancer (Psm. 139:16). I'm going to trust Him.

My family and | are very grateful for your prayers, gifts, and contact. We feel
so loved.

Thank You Again.
Your sister in Christ,
Anita Johnson

Luﬁﬂhaaﬁ

Saturday, April 22 at 11:30 a.m.
Old Dairy @ 210 S. Lafayette Street
For Lunch and Fellowship
Dutch Treat
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Bible quiz

While a crowd greeted Jesus with cheering approval on Palm
, Sunday, some people were quite disturbed with the crowd's ac-
¥ N tions. They thought the demonstration was "out of order" and
‘O 3 ‘/, , asked Jesus to silence the crowd. Jesus responded that if the
AN\ i people were silent, "the would shout out" (Luke 19:40,
= NRSV).

i
s

AR

HOSANNA

What did Jesus say would shout out?

A. trees

B. stones
C. animals
D. sky

g Jemsuy

An Easter prayer

Once again, Lord, we are astounded by the incomparable and glorious event
of Easter.

To remember how you conquered sin and evil through the resurrection of
Jesus stirs up joy and hope within us.

It comforts us greatly to know that because Christ was raised from the dead,
we who are "in Christ" have the assurance of eternal life.

Furthermore, to have the living Christ as our Savior and the undergirding
Holy Spirit as our daily Companion assures us of grace that never fails us.

Finally, it is a certainty that all things good and desirable are possible for
those who love you, because Christ lives and reigns as King of our lives.

All praise and glory to you, loving Creator, now and forever! Amen.

-Charles Ferrell
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Sunday, April 30 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Emergency Responder Appreciation Dinner

The 2010 committee is holding an Emergency Responder Apprecia-

tion Dinner for local fire, police, and EMS departments. These men

and women put their lives on the line daily to ensure that our com-

munity is safe. This is our opportunity as a church to thank them by

,\é i ’ doing something special. Pastor Wally and Tara Sewell went Thurs-

9—0 day, March 16 to the Macomb Fire Department; Emergency Room;

City, State, County, and University Police Stations. Their responses

were of surprise and gratitude. It really was very touching what they had to
say in response to our invitation.

g*; We are really excited about this opportunity; however, we will

4,‘-'/; need the assistance from congregation members in order to

: make this event a success. Specific areas of assistance are set-
up, clean-up, servers, and people to stuff the goody bags.

—

We will be serving hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, beans, and
drinks. Members of the congregation are encouraged to attend.
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We still need $6,000 to pay for the organ repair!
The Creative Arts Ministry Team would like to pro-
pose a fun fundraiser! This is how it will work:
People will volunteer to cook & others will bid on
the meals. Those willing to cook some kind of
meal, you need to note the kind of meal (dinner for
2, steak dinner, old fashioned bar-b-q, picnic
lunch, gourmet breakfast, etc.) & inform Annetta
Holt.

At the close of April, Annetta will inform the host who “bought” their meal and
the recipient and the host will work out a convenient time for the event.

We will try to have all meals done & paid for by the end of May.

Now, there is no rule against cooking & bidding - you may do both!

Please don’t think of this as paying $100 or more for a meal - think of it as fel-
lowship with others and a fun contribution to the organ repair fund.

If you have any questions, please see Annetta.
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Easter Egg Hunt at
First Baptist Church

1 *

The church purchases the daily devotional book, The Secret Place, for any
member who wants to pick it up. The books are on the table near the front
door exit of the sanctuary. These are three-month devotionals and are very
inspirational. Please help yourself to one of these books every three months!
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Daylight Savings Begins
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SUNRISE SER\/ICE

Easter an Endless Story
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Breakfast #

Easter Worship



