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Vision and Purpose Statement: 
To encourage and empower changes within ourselves,  

to meet the needs of the congregation, community and the world. 

Philippians 4:13, James 2:26 
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2007 Daily Bible Reading Guide for December                            

12/1  Ephesians 5-6  Ecclesiastes 4 12/16  2 Peter 1-3  Song of Songs 3 
12/2  Philemon 1  Ecclesiastes 5 12/17  2 Timothy 1-4    

12/3  Philippians 1-4    12/18  Jude    

12/4  Colossians 1-4    12/19  1 John 1-2  Song of Songs 4 
12/5  1 Timothy 1-2  Ecclesiastes 6 12/20  1 John 3-5  Song of Songs 5 
12/6  1 Timothy 3-4  Ecclesiastes 7 12/21  2 John, 3 John   Song of Songs 6 
12/7  1 Timothy 5-6  Ecclesiastes 8 12/22  Revelation 1-2  Song of Songs 7 
12/8  1 Peter 1-2  Ecclesiastes 9 12/23  Revelation 3-4  Song of Songs 8 
12/9  1 Peter 3-5  Ecclesiastes 10 12/24  Revelation 5-8    

12/10  Titus 1-3    12/25  Revelation 9-12    

12/11  Hebrews 1-5    12/26  Revelation 13-14    

12/12  Hebrews 6-7  Ecclesiastes 11 12/27  Revelation 15-16    

12/13  Hebrews 8-9  Ecclesiastes 12 12/28  Revelation 17-18    

12/14  Hebrews 10-11  Song of Songs 1 12/29  Revelation 19-20    

12/15  Hebrews 12-13  Song of Songs 2 12/30  Revelation 21    

      12/31  Revelation 22    



December 2 is the first Sunday of Advent.  What is Advent?  The 
season of Advent is a time of preparation, a time of celebrating 
the coming of the Messiah, a time of great expectation and 
great anticipation.  But exactly what is it that we anticipate?  
What are we getting ready for?  What do we expect to happen?  
Are we preparing ourselves for the coming of Christ?  Or are we 
preparing ourselves for a month long shopping spree that one 
writer has called "“economic first-degree murder".  It is willfully 
and with malice murdering our bank accounts.  Or as another 
has asked, “are we getting ready for the seven to ten pounds 
the average American will gain during the season? 
 
If we look at Advent without making Christ the reason, our sea-
son will be a major disappointment.  We should look forward to 
the coming of Christ with great anticipation!  This year’s theme 
here at FBC is “The Promises of Christmas".  This year we will 
have a visit from the Innkeeper on December 9.  On Sunday, De-
cember 23, our children and youth through 8th grade will lead 
worship as we take a contemporary look at the Christmas Story. 
This multi-media event is directed by Andrea Molina.  And, of 
course, our two Christmas Eve worship opportunities – one at 
5:30 p.m., which will have a family focus, and one at 7:30 p.m. 
that will include a time of communion.  
 
Advent invites us to fill the cup of today with a full measure of 
tomorrow.  Come join us for the wonderful season of Christmas. 
 
           
   — Pastor Wally   
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   The World Mission 
Offering of $1,646.98 
w a s  d e d i c a t e d 
November 11, during 
m o r n i n g  w o r s h i p . 
Although our goal was 
not reached,  the 

Missions committee 
thanks you for you 

prayers and support. Operation Christmas Child, 
held at the same time, was a huge success - 
filling 200 boxes. 
   David and Christina Harman spent a week in 
Biloxi, Mississippi helping build two Habitat for 
Humanity houses. A team of seven from GRR 
worked October 29 through November 2. This is 
David’s third work trip to the hurricane damaged 
area. 
   The third and last World Mission Conference 
for 2007 was held November 16-18 at Central 
Seminary in Shawnee, Kansas. These weekend 
conferences scattered across the US replaced 
the former week long conference held at Green 
Lake in August. 
   The Student Tuition and Expense Program 
(STEP) of International Ministries helps youth 
receive an education. Monthly gifts totaling nearly 
$86,000 in 2006 enabled more than 4000 
students in 14 countries to receive assistance for 
food, clothing, books, and other school supplies. 
One of the largest annual fundraisers for STEP is 

the STEP WALK held each year at the World 
Mission Conference. Walkers get sponsors. This 
walk continued at Canandaigua, NY and 
Shawnee, KS. 
   Rev. Veronica Lanier had a heart attack 44 
years ago and doctors gave her life up. However, 
“Ronnie” as she is known, had a vision and came 
back from near death with a burning desire for 
mission and children. Released from the hospital 
after 29 days, she has not had a heart attack 
since. Four decades later, 88 year old Ronnie is 
known throughout American Baptist Churches for 
her love for Jesus and her passion for mission. 
   In 2006, Ronnie topped her personal goal of 
$5,000 by raising $8,000 in the STEP WALK, 
which will help 400 children. 
   She regularly brings a bus load of her church 
members to the World Missions Conference. 
   Hope Siegrist, formerly of Carthage, IL and now 
of Phoenix, AZ, has participated in the STEP 
WALK for many years. Hope is well past 90. Her 
sponsorship ranked third among 40 walkers in 
2006 with a total of $1,320. Hope and Ronnie’s 
picture was in the October issue of International 
Ministries Update. 
   One of the Volunteer Opportunities to serve in 
Global Mission is to teach full time in the Family 
Learning Center of Chaing Rai, Thailand. The 
Center mainly serves the educational needs of 
missionary children from kindergarten to 12th 
grade...English is the primary language.  
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   Our Special Interest Missionaries, Scott and Tan 
Coats and children Alisa, Silas, and Sam live in 
Chiang Rai. 
   Trained hairdressers and English teachers are 
needed in Bangladesh. For even a short service 
time of a week, you could help someone learn a 
life skill that will provide a good means of support. 
Teaching English or training teachers in classroom 
techniques and educational tools is also needed in 
Bangladesh, a poor country northeast of Calcutta, 
India. 
   Benin, Ghana, Liberia, South Africa, and Togo 
all have seminaries and Bible schools that need 
teachers and professors. (Surprised? I am) These 
may be long term or short term visiting professors. 
Togo and Benin speak French but Ghana, Liberia, 
and South Africa have English speaking classes. 
   An American Baptist Missionary, Edward 
Payson Scott, had been warned by the British not 
to venture into the wildness of the Naga Hills in far 
North East India—the Naga people were 
headhunters. Scott went anyway carrying his Bible 
and violin. As he approached the first village, he 
was met by 12 naked warriors with spears poised 
to strike. Quickly he began to play his violin and 
sing “Am I a Soldier of the Cross?”.  The Naga 
soldiers were so entranced with his performance 
that they dropped their spears and shouted for 
more. Eventually, several young Naga men went 
back to “civilization” with Scott to study at a 
Christian mission school. Although Scott died of 

cholera in the same year 1869, God had used him 
mightily in opening the way to the Naga people. 
   Today, Nagaland is nearly all Christian. A few 
years ago a choir of young people toured the US 
and sang at the World Mission Conference. 
   All nations long for world peace, especially as 
we approach the Christmas season. The following 
is “peace” in different languages: 
   Hebrew—Shalom (sahLONE)   
   Chinese—(ho ping) 
   Russian—mir (meer)   
   Japanese—(hey wok) 
   Greek—Irene (ih RAY nay)   
   Hindi—(SHAN tee) 
   Spanish—paz (paho)  
   German—friede (FREE duh) 
   Arabic—shalaam (she LA am)  
   French—paix (peh) 
   Norwegian—fred (FRED)  
   Italian—pace (PAH chay) 
 
Birthdays: 
Dec. 2 Ann Clemmer, IM Congo 
Dec. 3 Kari Davidson, IM Japan (Our special) 
Dec. 18 Debbie Coats, IM Cambodia 
Dec. 30 Lori Mann, IM Laos (Our special) 
 
Bible Book for December: Isaiah 
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December 2007      Birthdays/Anniversaries/Celebrations                        

2222        ----        John & Margaret Shaver (a)John & Margaret Shaver (a)John & Margaret Shaver (a)John & Margaret Shaver (a) 
 
7777        ----        Eva Osborn 
 
11111111        ----        Ron & Marilyn Smith (a)Ron & Marilyn Smith (a)Ron & Marilyn Smith (a)Ron & Marilyn Smith (a)    
    
12121212        ----        Elizabeth Dietrich    
                Mary Hainline 
 
16161616        ----        Allen & Leann Walters (a)Allen & Leann Walters (a)Allen & Leann Walters (a)Allen & Leann Walters (a)    
    
22222222        ----        Lou Melvin        
    
25  -  Brooks Wallace 
 
29292929        ----        Luke Johnson 
    George & Johnsy Mangalaraj (a)George & Johnsy Mangalaraj (a)George & Johnsy Mangalaraj (a)George & Johnsy Mangalaraj (a)    

JANUUARYJANUUARYJANUUARYJANUUARY    
    
1111    ----    Jerry McKamy    
    
2222    ----    Jim Harman    
    
7777    ----    Caleb Carper    
    
8888    ----    Courtney Smith    



First Baptist ChurchFirst Baptist ChurchFirst Baptist ChurchFirst Baptist Church    
136 West Carroll136 West Carroll136 West Carroll136 West Carroll    

Corner of W. Carroll and McArthurCorner of W. Carroll and McArthurCorner of W. Carroll and McArthurCorner of W. Carroll and McArthur    

 

    
The Promises The Promises The Promises The Promises     
of Christmasof Christmasof Christmasof Christmas    

 
Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve    
December 24December 24December 24December 24    

    
5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.————Candlelight Worship Candlelight Worship Candlelight Worship Candlelight Worship 

(family focus)(family focus)(family focus)(family focus)    

    
7:30 p.m.7:30 p.m.7:30 p.m.7:30 p.m.————Candlelight Worship            Candlelight Worship            Candlelight Worship            Candlelight Worship            
           & Communion   & Communion   & Communion   & Communion    
   
 

Our Vision & Purpose Statement 
To encourage and empower changes 
within ourselves to meet the needs 
of the congregation, community, and 

the world. 
Philippians 4:13; James 2:26 
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The January 2008 newsletter will 
not be mailed until the first 
week of January due to the 
December holiday. 
 
 

Sunday, December 23 
 10:45 a.m. 

Basement Fellowship Hall  
 

Birthday Party for Jesus 
No Sunday School Classes  

 
Everyone is welcome to attend.   

Come help us celebrate the birth of our 
Savior.  

 
Decorate FBC with Poinsettias 

 
As we move into the Christmas season, let’s cover the 
front of our sanctuary with poinsettias.  You can 
order as many as you like for $7.98 each. Consider 
ordering one or more as a memorial or to honor a 
loved one.  (Memorials and honors will be published 
in the December 23 bulletin.)  Poinsettias can be 
taken home after our Christmas Eve services or they 

will be delivered to shut-ins after Christmas Day. 
 To order complete the insert found in the worship bulletin or call the 
church office by Monday, December 10. Payment is due at the time of the 
order. Make checks payable to First Baptist Church. 



 

Leadership Summit II 
At the First Baptist Church of 

Macomb 
Saturday, January 26, 2008 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
8:30 am Continental Breakfast 

 

For all 
FBC Board Members, Committee Members 

Teachers & Small Group Leader 
Anyone who serves FBC in any capacity, large or small 

 

BECOMING THE CHRISTIAN 
YOU'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO BE 

featuring  

Bill Allison 
 
The workshop will be fun, highly interactive, with lots of visuals and video clips, lots of small group 

interaction--and it will be BIBLICAL.  At the end of this training--you will leave with a written 
personal growth plan for loving God--and a new understanding of your role/function in the church. 

 
To register, please call the church office so that we can order  

refreshments and materials. 
 Registration is free.  The Nursery will be available. 
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2nd Annual Bravo Unit Appreciation Dinner 
 
The 2010 Committee is organizing the 
2nd Annual Appreciation Dinner for the 
B Battery “Bravo” Unit.  The dinner 
will be held on Sunday December 9 and 
encompasses a menu consisting of ham, 
turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, green 
beans and a variety of desserts.  We are 
asking the congregation to volunteer to 

assist in preparing the meal,  set-up,  service and clean-up.   
If you are willing to help please contact Tara Chenoweth, Wendy 
Geltmacher or Pastor Wally.   
 

 
Please make sure that your 
materials for the Annual 
Report are in the church 
office no later than 
Monday, December 31. 
 

Sunday, January 13, 6:00 p.m.Sunday, January 13, 6:00 p.m.Sunday, January 13, 6:00 p.m.Sunday, January 13, 6:00 p.m.————Annual  
Meeting of the Church 
 
Tuesday, January 15, 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, January 15, 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, January 15, 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, January 15, 6:30 p.m.————Boards 
Meet (please note the change of date) 



Bless you for your contributions and prayers. I cannot stress enough 
the need for safe loving homes for these children suffering due to 
alcohol and drug abusing families. Lives are being changed through 
ministry and God’s grace. 
 Thank you for your partnership in ministry for our children. 
 
  Friends in Christ, 
 Joan Brown, Director Murrow Indian Children’s Home 
 
 

 
Until December 18, the Deacons 
will be accepting non-perishable 
food items. These may be placed i n 
the Friendly Classroom. Monetary 
donations may be given to Sharon 
Brown. 
 
 
 
 

    
    

Tuesday,Tuesday,Tuesday,Tuesday,    
December 25December 25December 25December 25    
Christmas DayChristmas DayChristmas DayChristmas Day    

Church Office ClosedChurch Office ClosedChurch Office ClosedChurch Office Closed    
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Dave & Marci Shinneman 
Dave and Marci have been married for 
15 years on January 31, 2008. Dave has 
two sons, Mark—38, with three children, 
Helen, Trenton, and Nevada, they live in 
Clinton, IL, and Mike—42 who lives in 
Urbana, IL, with one daughter, Ashley. 
Marci has two children, Cheri—33 with 
three children, who lives in Clinton, IL, and 
Ryan—30, single, no children, and lives in 

Austin, TX. 
 Dave had his own heating/cooling business for 38 years, and was an 
instructor pilot. In 1999, he went for his recertification as an instructor and 
learned of a charter pilot job available in Macomb, IL. After interviewing 
and hunting for a house, they moved to Macomb. Dave closed his business 
in December of 1999 and moved in January of 2000.   
 Marci has been a registered nurse since 1991. She works for Dr. Robyn 
Alley-Hay, an OB/GYN here in Macomb.   
 When they are not in church, they are visiting their children in Clinton.  
They have been members of the Clinton First Christian Church since shortly 
before getting married.   
 

For Sale 
We still have FBC 
Cookbooks for $10 
each.  Please see Laura 
Fisher if you are 
interested. These are 
great stocking stuffers 
or wedding presents. 
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Someone took Jesus 
A couple of days after Christmas, the 

Nativity scene was still up in the chancel 

of a San Francisco church. Walking by it, 

the pastor noticed that the baby Jesus 

was missing from the manger.  

 Shortly afterward, as the pastor 

walked outside the church, he saw a small 

boy pulling a new wagon. In the wagon bed was a doll that looked very much 

like the missing baby Jesus. 

 The pastor greeted the boy and asked him about the doll. 

 “I got it in the church,” the boy replied. 

 “Why did you take it from the church?” 

 “Well,” the boy answered. “I prayed for a new wagon and told the 

Lord Jesus that if I got one, I would give him a ride. I got the wagon, took 

him for a ride and now I’m bringing him back to the church.” 
 
R e t i r e d  M i n i s t e r s  a n d 
Missionaries Offering 2007 
 
 
“Remember with Love, Give 
with Gratitude” is the theme of 
t h e  R e t i r e d
Ministers and Missionaries 
Offering to be collected during 

December. Our goal is $3,000. Last year we received $2,920.06. 
 This offering is a tangible way by which American Baptists honor their 
retired ministers and missionaries and their widowed spouses. Thank you 
checks go to over 3000 recipients who have served 15 years or more and 
emergency assistance based on financial need. Individual checks in 2006 
averaged $281. 
  “Remember with Love, Give with Gratitude”. 
                Thank you, Missions Committee 
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The Promises of Christmas is a series of messages of excitement and hope. During the 
first three weeks, the focus will be on the prophetic passages of Scripture that promise 
the birth of Jesus. Each week we will take brief looks at segments of Scripture concern-
ing God’s promises to send us a Messiah. The second week we will look at the birth of 
Christ through the eyes of the Inn Keeper. Week four we will focus on the fulfillment of 
God’s promises. Week five we will be asked a very pointed question about our response 
to God’s keeping of His promises. Please join us as we experience the Promises of 
Christmas together. 
 
 2   The Promise of Christmas, Part 1  First Sunday of Advent 

  Isaiah 7:11-14 and 9:1-6    

      

 

 9     Special Guest - The Inn Keeper  Second Sunday of Advent 

 

 

  

16  The Promise of Christmas, Part 2  Third Sunday of Advent 

  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11, 28-31 

 

  

23  The Promise of Christmas, Part 3  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  Matthew 1:18-23 

  Our children and youth through 8th grade will lead worship as we take a  

  contemporary look at the Christmas Story. You won’t want to miss this  

  multi-media event. 

 

2 

4  The Promise Fulfilled    Christmas Eve 

  Luke 1:1-20 
   

        5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship (family focus) 
 

        7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship & Communion 

  

 

30  The Results of the Promise in Our World 
  Matthew 1:18-25 

  



1, 8   Saturday 7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry at FBC 
 
2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Sunday 12:00 p.m. FBC Youth Group 
 
2, 9, 16, 30  Sunday 10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 
3, 10, 17  Monday 7:00 a.m. Breakfast at the Old Dairy 
 
5, 12  Wednesday 3:00 p.m. Adult Small Group Study 
    6:00 p.m. Adult Small Group Studies 
     Pioneer Club 
 

6, 13, 20, 27 Thursday 6:30 p.m. FBC Praise Team Practice 
 
 1   Saturday 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
     Live Nativity at FBC 
 
 4  Tuesday 1:30 p.m. ABW Ministries at the Hoff home  
        Hostess: Mary Hoff 
 
 9  Sunday 12:00 p.m. 2010 Appreciation Dinner for Bravo Unit at 
        Macomb Armory 
 
 11  Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Boards Meet 
 
 15  Saturday 7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry at the Old Dairy 
 
 23  Sunday 10:45 a.m. Birthday Party for Jesus  
 
 24  Monday 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
     Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
 
 25  Tuesday  Christmas Day—Office Closed 
 
 31  Monday  New Year’s Eve 
     Annual Reports Are Due 
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