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Vision and Purpose  
To encourage and empower changes within ourselves,  

to meet the needs of the congregation, community and the world. 

Philippians 4:13, James 2:26 
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2008 Daily Bible Reading Guide for January                            

   

1/1  Genesis 1-2, Psalms 1-2, Matthew 1-2  1/17  Genesis 30, Psalms 34, Matthew 19 
1/2  Genesis 3-4, Psalms 3-5, Matthew 3-4  1/18  Genesis 31, Psalms 35, Matthew 20 
1/3  Genesis 5-6, Psalms 6-8, Matthew 5  1/19  Genesis 32-33, Psalms 36, Matthew 21 
1/4  Genesis 7-8, Psalms 9-10, Matthew 6  1/20  Genesis 34-35, Psalms 37, Matthew 22 
1/5  Genesis 9-10, Psalms 11-13, Matthew 7  1/21  Genesis 36, Psalms 38, Matthew 23 
1/6  Genesis 11-12, Psalms 14-16, Matthew 8 1/22  Genesis 37, Psalms 39-40, Matthew 24 
1/7  Genesis 13-14, Psalms 17, Matthew 9  1/23  Genesis 38, Psalms 41-43, Matthew 25 
1/8  Genesis 15-16, Psalms 18, Matthew 10  1/24  Genesis 39-40, Psalms 44, Matthew 26 
1/9  Genesis 17-18, Psalms 19-21, Matthew 11 1/25  Genesis 41, Psalms 45, Matthew 27 

1/10  Genesis 19, Psalms 22, Matthew 12  1/26  Genesis 42-43, Psalms 46-48, Matthew 28 
1/11  Genesis 20-21, Psalms 23-25, Matthew 13 1/27  Genesis 44-45, Psalms 49, Romans 1-2 
1/12  Genesis 22-23, Psalms 26-29, Matthew 14 1/28  Genesis 46-47, Psalms 50, Romans 3-4 
1/13  Genesis 24, Psalms 30, Matthew 15  1/29  Genesis 48-50, Psalms 51-52, Romans 5-6 
1/14  Genesis 25-26, Psalms 31, Matthew 16  1/30  Exodus 1-2, Psalms 53-55, Romans 7-8 
1/15  Genesis 27, Psalms 32, Matthew 17  1/31  Exodus 3-4, Psalms 56-57, Romans 9 
1/16  Genesis 28-29, Psalms 33, Matthew 18     



As a body of believers, we have had much to be thankful for in the year 
2007. God is continuing to grow His church in this place we call the First 
Baptist Church of Macomb. This year God has supplied land for us to build 
a new building. He has already supplied over half the money to purchase 
that land with over six months left before the final payment is due. We have 
grown in numbers as people have joined church and we lost others through 
transfer and death. Other areas of our church that continues to grow is our 
Sunday School and small group ministries. That tells me that the people of 
this church want to grow in their relationship with God. As your pastor, I am 
very encouraged with the year that we have completed; but we have a long 
way to go to become the church that God wants us to become. John 
21:15:  After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me more than these?

” Jesus has a wonderful way of restor-
ing us when we fail Him! He does not humiliate us. He does not criticize us. 
He doesn’t ask us to make a resolution to try harder. Rather, He takes us 
aside and asks us to reaffirm our love for Him. Peter miserably failed his 
Lord when he fled with the other disciples from the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Later, he publicly denied that he even knew Jesus. Peter must have won-
dered if he had been capable of being Jesus’ disciple when he was unfaith-
ful to Jesus in His most crucial hour.  
As you begin a New Year, you may be painfully aware that you have failed 
your Lord in many ways. Maybe you didn’t obey Him the way you should. 
Maybe you didn’t trust Him the way you should.  Perhaps you were not 
faithful. But Jesus will not berate you. He will not humiliate you. He will take 
you aside and love you and encourage you. He will ask you to examine 
your love for Him. He asked Peter “Do you Love Me? If your answer, like 
Peter’s, is “Yes, Lord,” He will reaffirm His love for you. If you truly love 
Him, you will obey Him. The Bible says in John 14:15 “If you love me, 
obey my commandments”. Jesus doesn’t need your resolutions, your re-
commitments, or your promises to try harder this year. If you truly love Him, 
your service for Him in the New Year will be of the quality that He desires. 
That is my prayer for all of us as we think of 2008 and beyond. If your ten-
dency is to tell the Father what you can and cannot do, I pray that you will 
submit to His agenda and allow Him to shape you into the person He wants 
you to become. I do look forward to being your pastor in 2008.  
 
Pastor Wally  
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First Baptist sent a 
check for $178 as a 
special Christmas gift 
and Love Offering to 
Alan and Whitney 
Brown, missionaries in 

Greece. Thank you for your generosity! 
   Prayers are requested for missionaries on the 
frontline of crisis. Included are Dr. Bill and Ann 
Clemmer, and Wayne and Katherine Niles in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. These 
missionaries have helped coordinate treatment 
and the delivery of needed medicines and 
supplies to remote village hospitals during the 
recent outbreak of the Ebola virus. There is no 
cure for this disease. 
   Since 1948 American Baptists have been 
resettling refugees in cooperation with the 
Church World Service Immigration and 
Refugee Program. During those more than five 
decades, churches sponsored over 93,000 
refugees. The following is the story of Aung Tin 
Moe of Burma. 
   Aung Tin was told where to go to school and 
even in what subject to major. There were no 
scholarships so he had to work. To get a job he 
had to belong to the one political party that ran 
the government. After three years of college, he 
decided it was time to speak out and make 
some choices for himself.  

   In 1988 he protested with other students 
about freedom of speech and education, and 
marched in the streets. The soldiers had guns 
and fired on the demonstrators. Many students 
were injured. Aung Tin wasn’t injured but had to 
flee for his life.   
   He fled into the “jungle” during the rainy 
season. He hid in a Buddhist Monastery, 
crossed rivers, and climbed mountains. After a 
month of travel, he made it to the borderland 
area, populated with Karen refugees. He lived 
there for the next 13 years. After six years in 
the forests of Burma, Aung Tin became a 
medic at a refugee hospital. One day he was 
caring for a man who was a rebel fighting the 
government. The man had to have his leg 
amputated and received a tetanus shot. It didn’t 
heal. There was no money to take him to a 
private hospital. Aung Tin prayed to God for 
help and told God he would change his religion. 
Within a short time the man was eating and 
walking. Aung Tin, who had been influenced by 
the Karen Baptist churches in the refugee area, 
became a Christian in January 1994. 
   Two months later Khin Soe, the daughter of a 
Baptist minister in the Karen village of Northern 
Burma, also prayed to God that she might find 
a husband who did not drink, smoke, or do 
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 drugs as all the men around her were doing. 
She was a school teacher. 
   A  week later she found Aung Tim and they 
were married. The couple continued to live on 
the run.  
   They delivered their first two children (girls) in 
the forests of Burma. They couldn’t live in a 
village because the Burmese Military always 
attacked them. 
   Finally in 2001 the couple was able to flee 
persecution and come to the U.S. through a 
refugee resettlement program. They came to 
Utica, NY where the Tabernacle Baptist Church 
reached out to them. Tabernacle has been 
working with Karen refugees since 1999. The 
church also has a historic connection to Burma, 
sending out Cephas Bennett and his family in 
the 1920’s to serve as missionaries with the 
Judsons. Khin Soe arrived in the US pregnant 
and soon gave birth to a son. 
   Two years later the couple sent $10,000 back 
to their home village to build a new church. This 
was after repaying the airfare to resettle them in 
the U.S.—something all resettled refugees must 
do. 
   Khin Soe had always wanted to build a church 
for her village but never had the chance when 
they lived in the jungle. She said, “I think God 
sent me here for people who live in my village”. 

   Now six years later the Moes have purchased 
a home. Aung Tin works as a technician and 
has earned an Associate’s Degree. Khin Soe 
works in the public schools as a liaison to the 
resettled community. Recently the couple 
became U.S. citizens. People who fled to the 
forests are denied citizenship in Burma. 
   Tabernacle Church, which ministered to about 
75 refugees in 2001, now ministers to over 500 
resettled Karens. The church expects about 60 
families in 2007. 
   International Ministries Missionaries, Duane 
and Marcia Binkley serve in the U.S. and 
Thailand (which border Burma) working with 
displaced people living in the refugee camps on 
the Thai-Burma border and with Karen, Chin, 
and other ethnic persons resettled by the tens of 
thousands in the U.S.  
   Souper Bowl Sunday is coming, tentatively, 
February 3, 2008. Last year 1525 cans of soup 
were taken to Loaves and Fishes from our 
church. Can we do it again? 
 
Birthdays: 
Jan. 11—Ann Borquist, IM Brazil 
Jan. 20—Marcia Binkley, IM Thailand and U.S. 
Jan. 24—John Coats, IM Cambodia 
 
Bible Book: Proverbs 
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January 2008      Birthdays/Anniversaries/Celebrations                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1    ----    Jerry McKamy    
    
2    ----    Jim Harman    
    
7    ----    Caleb Carper    
    
8     ----    Courtney Smith 
 
10 - Roger Riggins 
        Richard “Rich” Sample I 
 
14 - Christina Harman 
      
15 - Barb Arvin 
  Tyler Green 
 
16 - Kyler Ng Glaue 
 
 

17 - Kathleen Barry 
 
19 - Sarah Lambert 
 
20 - Bob Alexander 
 
21 - Damion Smith 
 
22 - Steve Smart 
 
23 - Bryce Carper 
 
26 - Margaret (Alexander) 
Ellis 
 
31 - George Noper 
  Dave & Marci Shinneman Dave & Marci Shinneman Dave & Marci Shinneman Dave & Marci Shinneman 
(a)(a)(a)(a) 



Sunday, January 13 at 11:45 
a.m. there will be a short 
meeting for the parents of 
FBC Youth Group to discuss 
ideas for the new year. 
 
 

Sunday, January 13 
 
5:00 p.m.—Potluck in 
Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m.—Annual 
Meeting in the 
Sanctuary 
 

 
Tuesday, January 15 
6:30 p.m. 
Boards Meet 
(NOTE THE 
CHANGE OF DATE) 
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Bible quizBible quizBible quizBible quiz    

 
The prophet Isaiah sometimes felt that his fellow Jews had ceased 
praying and therefore God had hidden his face from them (see 
Isaiah 64:7, NRSV). Yet Isaiah knew that God was their Father 
and that the people were the work of God’s hand. Which of the 
following statements did Isaiah make to God? 
 
A. “We are the paint, and you are an artist who paints pictures of 
us.” 
 
B. “We are the clay, and you are our potter.” 
 
C. “We are the putty in your hands, and you sculpt us.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Answer: B (See Isaiah 64:8, NRSV.) 



 

FBC Board Members, Committee Members 
Teachers & Small Group Leaders 

Anyone who serves FBC in any capacity, large or small 
 

Leadership 
Summit II at First Baptist 

Church of Macomb 
Saturday, January 26, 2008 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
8:30 am Continental Breakfast 

Registration is free – The Nursery will be available 
(Optional $20 donation to cover the cost of materials – payable to First 

Baptist Church) 
 

BECOMING THE CHRISTIAN 
YOU'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO BE 

featuring  
Bill Allison 

This training workshop will be fun, highly interactive, with lots of visuals and 
video clips, small group interaction, laughter, learning--and it will be BIBLICAL 
(please bring your BIBLE).  You’ll leave this training with a renewed passion, a 
clear plan, and a Biblical understanding of your role and function in the church! 
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The Annual Ham and Bean 
Dinner will be held Friday, 
February 1.  We will need 
volunteers to make fruit pies 
and also to help serve and 
deliver food. If you can 

donate a pie or two, please sign on the sheet located on the 
bulletin board outside the office. 
 

    
Sunday, January 20Sunday, January 20Sunday, January 20Sunday, January 20    

9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.    
 
Commissioning of the Board 
of Deacons during Worship 
 
 

 
    

Sunday, January 27Sunday, January 27Sunday, January 27Sunday, January 27    
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.    

 
Commissioning of the Board 
of Trustees during Worship 



I want to thank all of the ones who 
remembered me while in the hospital in 
Peoria. Pastor Wally for his visits and all of 
those who sent cards. Then those who 
remembered me while at home: visited me, 
sent flowers from the church, Veta Harper 
for her letters, Meryl Cook for bringing the 

CD of church services and last, but not least, Betty 
Ingledue, for her services by coming to my home. May God 
bless you all! 
           
   — Betty Adair 
 
 
Thank you to FBC for the marvelous 
meal box and the gift certificate.  It is 
very much appreciated. 
 
             — Doris 
McClure 
 

 
 
 
My heartfelt thanks goes to each of you who 
remembered me with cards and gifts or 
contributed to the love gift I received this 
Christmas.  I feel so blessed to be a part of 
this church family and to serve you. God bless 
each of you in a special way. Again thank you. 
 

Claudia McCain 
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Thank you, church family, for your many prayers 
for Adron during his long illness. We appreciated 

all the cards and notes, calls and visits, food and 

memorial gifts so very much. 

 Thank you to everyone who prepared and 
served the lunch following the service. It meant 

so much to all the family. 

 

            
  God Bless You All, 

           

 Donna McMahon and Family 

 

 

Have you noticed Lou Melvin 
wearing a shirt with the FBC 
logo on it? She has recently 
purchased a machine that helps 
her transfer the logo to 
material. Give her a shirt—
denim, polo, tee—she will apply 
the logo for $7.00. Let’s 
advertise FBC all over town.  
See Lou at church or call her at 

309-833-5424. 
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What awaits us?What awaits us?What awaits us?What awaits us?    
 

 We’re at the starting gate of a new year. What will it hold for us? 

Only God knows. Yet if God knows, why not try to discover his plan for us 
each day?  

 We should carry on a daily dialog with God. Following his lead is 

always interesting and challenging. And much of the time it’s filled with 

wonder and joy. 
 I remember the story of a small boy who prayed to God at the end 

of a fun, interesting Monday: “It’s been a wonderful day, God. What do 

you have in mind for Tuesday?” 

 What does God have in mind for you in 2008? Keep in touch with 
Him, and you’ll enjoy the trip around the son.                  

           

                  —Charles Ferrell 

 

 Victor MillesonVictor MillesonVictor MillesonVictor Milleson    
 

Victor Milleson lives in Table 

Grove, has two sons and six 

grandchildren. He has been 

attending FBC for a few months. 

Please get to know Vic—he says 

God led him to FBC. 
 

Thank you for the congregational love gift at 
Christmas. It is a joy to do ministry with this 
congregation. We look forward to our 
continuation of joining God in His work at FBC. 
You are the best. 
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January 2008                  Sermon Calendar                                        

ConnectConnectConnectConnect    
Experience RelationshipsExperience RelationshipsExperience RelationshipsExperience Relationships    

THEME: Laugh Again 
Experience Outrageous Joy 

 
Joy – you don’t see it very often anymore. It’s certainly not in the newspapers 
or on the nightly news. It’s not even in many churches. Have you noticed the 
looks on the faces of the average Sunday morning crowd? One word comes to 
mind – GRIM.  Rows of overcast faces forecast dreary to mildly depressive 
days, with little or no chance of any laughter. Has the pressures of life dulled 
your joy in the Lord? Has your laughter become lackluster? How can your 
Christianity become alive and vibrant again?  
     Paul, through his joy of living, joy of serving, joy of knowing and joy of 
resting, encourages the church at Philippi to experience the outrageous joy of 
Christ. Come – join us as we experience this same outrageous joy. 
 
 January 6   Your Smile Increases Your Face Value 
        Philippians 1:3-4 
 
 January 13    Set Your Sails for JOY 
        Philippians 1:1-11 
 
 January 20    What A Way To Live 
        Philippians 1:12-21 
 
 January 27    The Hidden Secret of a Happy Life 
        Philippians 2:1-11 
 



2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Wednesday 3:00 p.m. Adult Small Group Study 
    6:00 p.m. Adult Small Group Studies 
 
3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Thursday 6:30 p.m. FBC Praise Team Practice 
 
5, 12, 26  Saturday 7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry at FBC 
 
6, 13, 20, 27 Sunday 9:30 a.m. Worship 
    10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
    12:00 p.m. FBC Youth Group 
 
7, 14, 21, 28 Monday 7:00 a.m. Breakfast at the Old Dairy 
 
 5  Saturday 9:00 a.m. Creative Arts Ministry Team Meeting at the 
      Old Dairy 
 
 8  Tuesday 7:00 p.m. ABW Ministries Meeting at FBC 
      Hostess: Kathy Garlick 
 
 13  Sunday 11:45 a.m. Meeting of the parents of the FBC Youth 
        Group to discuss ideas for the new year
    5:00 p.m. Potluck 
    6:00 p.m. Annual Meeting of the Congregation in the 
        Sanctuary 
 
 15  Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Boards Meet (Note the Change of Date) 
 
 19  Saturday 7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry at the Old Dairy 
 
 20  Sunday 9:30 a.m. Commissioning of the Board of Deacons 
        during Worship 
 
 26  Saturday 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
     Leadership Summit II at FBC 
      Bill Allison, Clinician 
 
 27  Sunday 9:30 a.m. Commissioning of the Board of Trustees 
        during Worship 
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