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Vision and Purpose  
To encourage and empower changes within ourselves,  

to meet the needs of the congregation, community and the world. 

Philippians 4:13, James 2:26 
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2008 Daily Bible Reading Guide for October                            
   

10/1  1 Chronicles 15; Ezekiel 27; Luke 24  10/17  2 Chronicles 8; Ezekiel 43; John 9-10 
10/2  1 Chronicles 16; Ezekiel 28; Galatians 1-2  10/18  2 Chronicles 9; Ezekiel 44; John 11 
10/3  1 Chronicles 17; Ezekiel 29; Galatians 3-4  10/19  2 Chronicles 10-11; Ezekiel 45; John 12 
10/4  1 Chronicles 18-19; Ezekiel 30; Galatians 5-6  10/20  2 Chronicles 12-13; Ezekiel 46; John 13-14 
10/5  1 Chronicles 20-21; Ezekiel 31; Ephesians 1-2  10/21  2 Chronicles 14-15; Ezekiel 47; John 15-16 
10/6  1 Chronicles 22; Ezekiel 32; Ephesians 3-4  10/22  2 Chronicles 16-17; Ezekiel 48; John 17-18 
10/7  1 Chronicles 23; Ezekiel 33; Ephesians 5-6  10/23  2 Chronicles 18-19; Daniel 1; John 19 
10/8  1 Chronicles 24-25; Ezekiel 34; Philippians 1-2  10/24  2 Chronicles 20; Daniel 2; John 20-21 
10/9  1 Chroncles 26; Ezekiel 35; Philippians 3-4  10/25  2 Chronicles 21-22; Daniel 3; Acts 1 

10/10  1 Chronicles 27; Ezekiel 26; John 1  10/26  2 Chronicles 23; Daniel 4; Acts 2 
10/11  1 Chronicles 28; Ezekiel 37; John 2-3  10/27  2 Chronicles 24; Daniel 5; Acts 3-4 
10/12  1 Chronicles 29; Ezekiel 38; John 4  10/28  2 Chronicles 25; Daniel 6; Acts 5-6 
10/13  2 Chronicles 1-2; Ezekiel 39; John 5  10/29  2 Chronicles 26-27; Daniel 7; Acts 7 
10/14  2 Chronicles 3-4; Ezekiel 40; John 6  10/30  2 Chronicles 28; Daniel 8; Acts 8 
10/15  2 Chronicles 5-6; Ezekiel 41; John 7  10/31  2 Chronicles 29; Daniel 9; Acts 9 



God is Closer Than You Think 
 
I recently finished a very interesting book written by John Ortberg called 
God is Closer Than You Think.  I would like to share with you some 
thoughts from that book. Ortberg starts off by saying to us that God’s 
greatest desire is to be with people. That reminds me of a story that 
happened last Thanksgiving involving one of my granddaughters. Mariah 
was six years old at the time. We had just finished our fall family festival, 
which involved a trunk and treat activity. In the back of my truck were some 
small bags of candy that I saw her eyeing. She said, “Grampy, who are those 
bags of candy for?”  So I explained to her that they were for the people who 
were at the fall family festival. Without any hesitation she said, “I am a 
people.”  So, of course, I gave her a bag of candy. You see, at a young age, 
children realize they are people, and God’s greatest desire is to be with his 
people. The author goes on to share another interesting thought. The central 
promise in the Bible is not “I will forgive you” although of course that 
promise is there. It is not the promise of life after death, although we are 
offered that as well. The most frequent promise in the Bible is “I will be 
with you.” There are so many examples of this I don’t even know where to 
begin. Let’s look first at Adam and Eve. Before they ever sinned or needed 
forgiveness, they were promised God’s presence. God walked with them in 
the cool of the day.  The promise was given to Enoch who walked so close 
to God that God took him. The promise was given to the psalmist David 
when he wrote Psalm 23:4 Even when I walk through the dark valley of 
death, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and 
your staff protect and comfort me. When God himself came to earth, his 
redemptive name was IMMANUAL-MEANING GOD WITH US! When 
Jesus left, his promise was to send the Spirit so that “I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age. Dallas Willard and Richard Foster write “The 
unity of the Bible is discovered in the development of life with God as a 
reality on earth, centered in the person of Jesus. God is determined that you 
should be in every respect his friend, his companion, his dwelling place. I 
want you to realize that God is closer than you think.  
 
I do look forward to working and worshiping with this month.  

Pastor Wally 
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   The three hurricanes 
Gustov, Hanna, and Ike 
hit the Caribbean within 
10 days and caused 
heavy loss of life and 
property. Nine Baptist 
International Missionaries 

serve these people.  
   In Haiti, Steve and 
Nancy James are medical 

missionaries and work in different clinics throughout 
the island. Kihomi and Mabudiga Nzunga teach 
theology at the Christian University of Northern 
Haiti. He is also administrator of the eye clinic at 
Cape Haitian. Kimoni works with women’s health 
issues and does counseling. 
   Kristi Engle is a registered nurse at Good 
Samaritan Hospital at La Romana, Dominican 
Republic. She also provides services to Haitians 
who are discriminated against and are living in the 
country. Kristi also supervises work groups that 
come as volunteers. 
   Madeline Flores-Lopez is in the Dominican 
Republic but coordinates volunteers and groups 
throughout the Caribbean. 
   In Cuba, Susan Hegarty directs the Eastern Cuba 
Baptist Convention’s editorial group. She trains 
writers and pastors to produce Christian Education 
material for 278 churches and their missions. 
   Dan and Estela Schweissing are in the Bahamas. 
Dan is a professor at the Atlantic College and 
Theological Seminary in Nassau. Estela ministers 

to Haitian women and children through the Mission 
Baptist Consortium of Churches in Nassau. 
  The third and last World Mission Conference will 
be held Oct. 3-5 in Marshalltown, Iowa. Previous 
conferences were in Medford, Oregon in July and 
Suffield, Connecticut in September. These replaced 
the week long sessions held in Green Lake, 
Wisconsin. 
   The new director of the Edna Martin Christian 
Center of Indianapolis, IN is Tysha Hardy-Sellers. 
She grew up in the area and holds a BA degree in 
Public Relations, a BA in Russian Studies and a 
Master’s degree in Medical Sociology. She is 
married to Jeffry Sellers and has two daughters and 
a step-son.  
   Tysha has worked at the Indianapolis Recorder 
Newspaper and has taught at Franklin College and 
IVY Tech in Columbus. She has served on the 
Board of Directors of several non-profits in the area. 
   Annie Diesdelberg, IM to Thailand, writes that 
“God is doing the impossible”. “It has been an 
urgent need to expand our work space and have 
room to employ more women. Our dream has been 
to have a building in the very heart of the red light 
district for which we could have an outreach center. 
Amazingly, God is making both of those possible at 
the same time, and we want  to include you in the 
exciting venture. 
   For $1.3 million we will be purchasing two 
buildings. We are grateful and blessed to have 
already received a donation for the down payment 
to secure the building and get us started. 
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Musing on Missions  
by Meryl Cook 



   The buildings are strategically located. One is 
next door to our present facility. This will enable 
us to expand work space and open a store to sell 
the jewelry. The second building is on the main 
street of the red light district and strategic to our 
vision for an outreach center offering assistance 
to women and children in the area. 
   This building also fulfills the vision for a coffee 
house, expanding opportunities for ministry and 
transformation in the red light district. $307,060 
is the amount we need to raise by September 25 
for the first building. We will move in October 2. 
November 2008 is our goal for the remaining 
$637,000 for the second building. Seem 
improbable? It would be except that this is so 
clearly an act of God that we are confident it will 
be done. 
   Checks can be made out to “Nightlight” and 
sent to our LA office at NIGHTLIGHT USA, PO 
BOX 74850, Los Angeles, CA 90004. 
   Annie has a ministry with some 90 former 
prostitutes who make jewelry to support 
themselves. They have been praying for more 
room to expand their business. Several women 
have already become Christians.  
   Flint and Debra Miller are no longer our 
Special Interest Missionaries. Flint has taken the 
position of Minister at the Moline Baptist Church 
here in Illinois. 
   Two seminary and four college students have 
received help from the Sally Peck Student Aid 
fund. Ben Wakefield of Lombard, IL, is our Area 

III assignment and is attending Northern  
Seminary. He is married to Jennifer. Both 
seminary students were given $1500 each. This 
is a regional project of the American Baptist 
Women. Total received was $7743 while our 
goal was $10,000. This left $1185 each for the 
college students. 
   In 2009 the National Women’s Conference of 
ABWM will be held at Lake Williamson, July 25-
31. For many years it was held at Green Lake, 
WI. The Regional ABWM will be June 5, 6, 7 at 
Lake Williamson. 
   Because of the high cost of postage, health 
kits, school kits or quilt blocks will not be sent to 
the Philippines. Peoria Friendship House will 
accept quilt blocks. 
   The GRR Disaster Relief Volunteers are 
working the week of September 22 at Warsaw, 
IL. David Harman from Macomb First Baptist is 
one of the crew. They will be cleaning up after 
the recent flooding. 
 
Bible Book: 1 Corinthians 
 
Birthdays: 
 Oct. 8 Patti Long, IM Mexico 
 Oct 13 Kihomi Nzunga, IM Haiti 
 Oct. 29 Glen Chapman, IM Congo 
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6 - Helen Bayless 
 Polly Pittman 
 Carolyn Tomlinson 
 
8 - Laura Fisher 
 
9 - Dick Pittman 
 
12 - Maxine Noper 
 
13 - Alan Arvin 
 
14 - Carol Blakely 
 
16 - Julie Bunch 
    
    

17 - Heather McKamy 
 
18 -  Bob Babcock 
  Ruth Anne Ceder 
  George Mangalaraj 
  Eddie & Angie Green (a) 
 
23 -  Mike Geltmacher 
 
27 -  Johnsy Mangalaraj 
  Kay Pollock 
 
29 -  Mary Hoff 
 
31 - Ron Smith 



 
Friday, October 3 and Saturday, October 4 

GRR Annual Meeting at the Fifth Season 
(formerly named Holiday Inn Convention Center) 

in Moline, Illinois 
 

Tuesday, October 7 
1:30 p.m. 

ABW Ministries Meeting at FBC 
Hostess: Maxine Noper 

 
Sunday, October 12 

2:00 p.m. 
Worship at Grand Prairie Assisted Living 

Center 
 
 

 
Sunday, October 12 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
 

5:00 p.m.—Potluck Dinner 
6:00 p.m.—Quarterly Business 

Meeting 
 
Tuesday, October 14 

6:00 p.m.—Pastoral 
Relations Committee 

Meeting 
 

 6:30 p.m.—Boards Meet 
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LIFE LINE SCREENING LIFE LINE SCREENING LIFE LINE SCREENING LIFE LINE SCREENING 
AT FBC  AT FBC  AT FBC  AT FBC      

Thursday, October 16 
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

For Appointments call: 1-877-792-8480 
APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED 

 
Stroke, Vascular Disease and  

Heart Rhythm Package 
All 4 screenings only $139, save $41! 

Add Osteoporosis Screening for only $10 more. 
 

Thursday, October 16 
3:00 p.m. 

First Baptist Seniors go to 
Serenity Lake Lodge for fishing and 

wiener roast. The wieners and buns will 
be provided. Please bring a dish to 

share. 
Please sign the back of the registration 
card if you are going to attend and/or 

need a ride or you may call the church office. 
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A True Story of Hope  
 
For many years it has been my pleasure to encourage you as body of believers to give 
generously to the World Mission Offering. This year will be no exception, except that I 
want you to hear from the lips of the missionaries themselves. I want to introduce to 
you Steve and Nancy James who serve as missionaries in Haiti. Steve and Nancy are 
doing medical work in different clinics in Haiti under the sponsorship of the Haitian 
Baptist Convention. They have been re-appointed and commissioned as jointly appointed 
missionaries, in partnership with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Steve and Nancy’s 
key scripture verses are found in Proverbs 3:5-6:  “Trust in the LORD with all your 
heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will 
direct your paths.” Now Steve shares with us an example of his work. “You need to 
consult this patient,” said Alma, a nurse, handing me the chart. “I can’t figure out what 
is wrong with her. Does she have something physically wrong or is this an anxiety 
problem?” as I looked at this 65 year old woman struggle to breathe. Madam O. had 
been sick for a month with a cough and shortness of breath but was only now seeking 
treatment at the little clinic. Despite the fast respiratory rate, her lungs were clear and 
she seemed to be moving air normally as I listened with the stethoscope. She appeared 
anxious. Checking her oxygen level in her blood with a pulse oximeter, we found she 
severely lacked oxygen. The clinic had only one oxygen tank and it was almost empty. We 
used it anyway. She had a fever and was dehydrated. While the IV line was started and 
powerful antibiotics were admitted, Nancy asked if she believed in the Lord and would 
like us to pray for her. Between gasps for breath, she feebly, almost inaudibly said, “It 
is only prayer which has carried me to the clinic.” We were surprised with these words 
of hers. A living God, loving and moving in this dear woman, in her hour of crisis, 
giving her strength to cry out to Him for help, and He answering her and bringing her 
to the clinic. We were surprised at her deep faith in God. Nancy prayed with her and 
her family. Once rehydrated and less anxious, following the IV fluids and medication for 
anxiety, I could now hear the sounds in her left lung of overwhelming pneumonia. Six 
hours later, though still gravely ill, she was improving. Praise the Lord! And the oxygen 
did not run out. You see that is what your money goes for in this offering. In fact, your 
gifts to World Mission Offering go 100% to support the work of 2,571 short and long-
term missionaries doing work with local partners in 76 countries around the world. 
Please pray and ask God what you should give to support His work worldwide.  

    Pastor Wally   
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Dear First Baptist Church Family, 
   Sincere thanks for all your kind cards, flowers, visits and prayers for 
my mother, Lola Holstine-Kelly. She loves First Baptist and was so active 
there for years, directing the choir, writing and performing in musicals 
and skits, and participating in all the activities. She was 98 on 
September 8, 2008 and is at the Elms. Thanks again for showing your 
love of Jesus in so many kind ways. 
            
         ~ Bonna Johnson 
 
Dear friends, 
   Thanks, Pastor Wally for the hospital visit, lovely flowers, prayers, 
visits, cards and acts of kindness. It means so much when you know 
people care. Thanks again and God bless you all. 
            
         ~ Annie Robinson 
 

 
Please note that our email has changed to 

fbcsecretary@macomb.com.  
 
 
 

WORLD MISSION OFFERING 

 
   Our World Mission Offering will be received during October. Be Surprised 
by God’s People: Receive, Give, Be Transformed is the theme taken from the 
Bible verse of Mark 2:12. They were amazed and glorified God, saying “We 
have never seen anything like this” 
   Your gifts to the World Mission Offering go 100% to support the work of 
2,5000 short and long term missionaries working with local partners in 76 
countries. 
   Our local goal is $2000. $1717.04 was received in 2007. 
            
         ~Missions Committee 



Saturday, October 25, 2008 
3:30—6:00 p.m. 

First Baptist Church of Macomb 
 
 
If you like to cook, be thinking about 
participating in the Chili Cook-off! Hotdogs will 
be provided. 
 
We'll be needing volunteers to make cupcakes 

for our cupcake walk during game time. 
 
Also, don't forget to come with your trunk filled with candies for 
the kids to come trunk-a-treating in our parking lot! 
 
There will be sign up sheets on the bulletin board outside the 
church office and in the bulletins. If you are interested in helping 
or have questions, please call Gee-Min Glaue at (309)833-3159. 
 
Hope to see you at our FFF and do bring a friend or two! 
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Guided Reflection & Prayer 
 

Praise God 
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Our Church 
   A God-centered Focus 
 Capital Fund Drive 
 Children’s Ministry Leaders 
 Development of Plans for the New Building 
 Fall Family Festival 
 Formation of a Capital Fund Team 
 Future Decisions 
 New Members 
 Our Continued Spiritual Growth 
 Outreach to Community 
 Quarterly Business Meeting 
 Worship Leader for Contemporary Worship 

Church Leaders 
 Pastor Wally 
 Claudia McCain 
 Other Church Staff 
 Board of Christian Education 
 Board of Deacons 
 Board of Trustees 
 

 American Baptist National Leaders 
 Great Rivers Region Leaders 
  Rev. Dr. J. Dwight Stinnett,  
     Executive Minister, ABC/GRR  
  John Grisham, Associate  
     Minister, Area II 

Leadership Teams 
 2010 Team 
 ABW Ministries 
 Building Team 
 Creative Arts Ministry Team 
 Fellowship Team 
 First Baptist Seniors 
 Men’s Ministry 
 Pastoral Relations Team 
 Praise Team 

Educational Programs 
 Children’s Church & Leaders 
 Nursery: Children & Attendants 
 Small Groups:  
  Classes & Teachers 
 Sunday School:  
  Classes & Teachers 
 Youth Group & Leaders 
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Guided Reflection & Prayer 
 

 
Missionaries 
 Alan & Whitney Brown, Greece 
 Rev. Dr. Magda Aguirre, El Salvador 
 Rev. Gary & Rev. Mylinda Baits, Costa Rica 
 Rev. Wendy Berhnard, Judson University, USA 
 Mr. Scott & Ms. Tan Coats, Thailand 
 Rev. Kihomi & Rev. Dr. Mabudiga Mzunga, Agape, USA 
 Rev. Charles & Mrs. Ramona Shawver, USA 
 Joan Brown, Indian Ministries, USA 
 Ben Sullivan, Indian Ministries, USA 
 Dr. Barbara Hartnett, Neighborhood Action/Christian Center, USA 

Our Community & Community Needs 
 Community Leaders 
 Emergency Responders 
 Habitat for Humanity 
 Loaves & Fishes 
 Our Youth 
 Our Schools 
 Red Cross 
 Salvation Army 
 Wise Decisions by Our City Council 

Our Nation 
 Election Decisions 
 Farmers 
 Flooding in the Mid-West 
 Leaders 
 Military Leaders 

Other Needs as You are Led 
 Family & Friends 
 Personal 

ACTS 
 

         A = Adoration 
         C = Confession 
         T = Thanksgiving 
         S = Supplication 
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I want to introduce you to some people you may have heard of, but really don’t 
know, people who changed the world. How did they do it? They did it by living 
lives that were driven by principles set by God. Have you ever wondered what 
it would be like to look at some of the Biblical characters from the inside out? 
Have you ever wondered what Jonathon did when he was in a tough situation? 
How did mild mannered Andrew live with a brother like Peter? Why was the 
woman even going to the well? For the next 6 weeks we are going to feast on 
the endless truths of His Word and dine at the table of life-impacting principles 
that are just begging to be noticed.  We will share tidbits of stories from some 
of the greatest lives ever lived and find principles that impacted millions across 
the centuries. We are going to look at three women and three men from the 
Bible including Jonathon, and Esther from the Old Testament and Andrew, the 
Woman at the Well, Barnabas, and Lydia from the New Testament. I encourage 
each of you to look with me into the lives of people who changed the world. 
Watch carefully how they were living their lives for God. Come join us as we 
look at the lives of these men and women who lived principle filled lives.      
 

  5  A Queen Who Put Her Life on the Line   
    Esther 4:12-14 
 
  12  Bringing People to Jesus 
    John 1:37-42 
 
  19  Just a Little Talk with Jesus 
    John 4:4 : 7, 10, 16-24 
 
  26  Enough About Me, Let’s Talk About You 
    Acts 13:1-2 



 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29 3:00 p.m. Adult Small Group Study 
   6:30 p.m. Adult Small Group Studies 
 

2, 9, 16, 23, 30 6:30 p.m. FBC Praise Team Practice 
 

4, 11, 25  7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry at FBC 
 

5, 12, 19, 26 9:30 a.m. Worship 
   10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
   3:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 

6, 13, 20, 27 7:00 a.m. Breakfast at the Old Dairy 
 

 3 & 4   GRR Meeting at the Fifth Season (formerly known as 
       Holiday Day Inn Convention Center) in Moline, IL 
 

 7  1:30 p.m. ABW Ministries Meeting at FBC 
       Hostess: Maxine Noper 
 

 10  7:00 p.m. Western Illinois Traditional Music Association (WITMA) at 
       FBC 
 

 12  2:00 p.m. Worship at Grand Prairie Assisted Living Center 
   5:00 p.m. Potluck for the Quarterly Business Meeting 
   6:00 p.m. Quarterly Business Meeting 
 

 14  6:00 p.m. Pastoral Relations Committee Meeting  
   6:30 p.m. Boards Meet 
 

 16  8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
    Life Line Screening at FBC 
   3:00 p.m. First Baptist Seniors at Serenity Lake Lodge for fishing & 
       wiener roast 
 

 18  7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry at the Old Dairy 
   10:30 a.m. WIU Homecoming Parade—Details forthcoming 
 

 25  3:30—6:00 p.m. 
    Fall Family Festival (games, Trunk or Treat,  
       & a Chili Cook-off) 
 

 28  6:30 p.m. Board of Trustees, Pastoral Relations Committee, Capital 
       Drive Team Meeting with Chris Roush, Crandall & 
        Assoc. (Giving Assessment) 
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