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Vision and Purpose  

To encourage and empower changes within ourselves,  
to meet the needs of the congregation, community and the world. 

Philippians 4:13, James 2:26 
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2010 Daily Bible Reading Guide for March                            

    
3/1 1 Corinthians 14  3/16 Luke 7 

3/2 1 Corinthians 15  3/17 Luke 8 

3/3 1 Corinthians 16  3/18 Luke 9 

3/4 2 Corinthians 1,2  3/19 Luke 10 

3/5 2 Corinthians 3,4  3/20 Luke 11 

3/6 2 Corinthians 5-7  3/21 Luke 12 

3/7 2 Corinthians 8,9  3/22 Luke 13, 14 

3/8 2 Corinthians 10,11 3/23 Luke 15 

3/9 2 Corinthians 12,13 3/24 Luke 16 

3/10 Luke 1  3/25 Luke 17 

3/11 Luke 2  3/26 Luke 18 

3/12 Luke 3  3/27 Luke 19 

3/13 Luke 4  3/28 Luke 20 

3/14 Luke 5  3/29 Luke 21 

3/15 Luke 6  3/30 Luke 22 

   3/31 Luke 23 
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   In this scripture passage, 
we find the story of 
Abraham and Sarah and 
the incident of Sarah’s 
laughing at the prospect of 
having a child in her old 
age.  Her faith was weak in 
that matter, and we can 
understand it, because she 
had passed by many years 

her childbearing age.  But a servant of the Lord asked her:  Is anything too 
hard for the Lord?  And Sarah lied to him and declared she had not laughed 
when she was told that by this time next year, she would have a child. 
   In Experiencing God (the study), Henry Blackaby tells the story of his church 
in Saskatoon.  They started a building program with $749 in the building fund.  
Halfway through the project, there was a $100,000 shortfall.  He says that a 
Texas Foundation had promised them some money, and they were waiting, 
rather impatiently, for it to arrive.  One day, for a two hour time frame, the 
currency exchange rate for the Canadian dollar hit the lowest point ever in its 
history.  That was exactly the time the Texas foundation wired the money to 
Canada.  The church received $60,000 more than they would have received 
before or after the two hour period.  After that two hour period, the dollar went 
back up! 
   Do we believe that God looks after our economy and finances in order to 
assist us in our current financial dilemmas and in our building project?  God is 
interested in our circumstances, individually and collectively, and He wants us 
to believe that nothing is too hard for Him to accomplish.  Do you? 
   We need to realize that nothing is too hard for God!  He wants us to exercise 
faith and believe.  Even though our circumstances may be too hard for us, our 
God is the One who is in control of our things, circumstances, economy, and 
events.  Nothing is too hard for the Lord!  Believe it!  Live like it!  Witness 
like it!  When God leads, He provides! 
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Easter Egg Hunt  
& Party 

 
Saturday  
March 27 

10:00—11:30 a.m. 
 

First  Baptist Church 
136 West Carroll Street 

Corner of McArthur & Carroll in Macomb 
 

Everyone is Welcome 
Please Join Us 



Addicted (FBC Youth) 
Heading to St. Louis! 
Today’s teens live in a 
complex, demanding world of 
unprecedented challenge and 
opportunity. Bombarded by 
the mixed messages of the 
culture surrounding them, 

Christian teens desperately need a firm footing on which to stake their lives and futures. 
Dare 2 Share’s Blaze Evangelism Conference Tour is designed to provide just that. This 
powerful weekend event will help our youth cultivate the kind of deep, immovable faith in 
Jesus that will last them a lifetime.  
 

Drawing from Isaiah 6:1‐8, the Blaze Tour will propel them into a genuine encounter with 
God through intense drama, God‐focused music, engaging Biblical teaching and hands‐on 
training. They will have an Isaiah‐type experience they will never forget! 
 

We will be taking six students to Blaze March 26th-28th in St. Louis. The FBC of Edwardsville 
has graciously agreed to let us spend two nights at the church. As Addicted prepares for this 
challenging conference, we are asking you to pray for us! Pray for safe travel. Pray for the 
students to be prepared to take the message they will receive and use it to transform their 
lives through Christ. Pray for the impact on their communities! Pray we, as a ministry, will be 
used mightily in advancing His kingdom here in our city and beyond.  
 
Addicted 2 Jesus! 
Mike and Stephanie Foulk 
Youth Leaders 
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OPENING PRAYER LEADERS 
 

3/7—Russell Glaue 
3/14—Gerald Jones 
3/21—Steve Smart 

3/28—David Harman 
 

ACOLYTES 
 

3/7—Tyler Green 
3/14—Brittany, Leanne, & Cassie 

Jones 
3/21—The Wheeler Family 

3/28—Zach Lankford 
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1 - Kathy Brooks 
 
3  Zachary Lankford 
 
9 - Trissy Smith 
 
10 Dayja Crider 
 Angie Green 
 
18 - Don Garlick 
 Wilbert Hoff 
 Sandra Riggins 
 
19 Richard & Judy Hurt (a) 

21 - James & Phyllis Rule (a) 
 
24 - John Ceder 
 
25 - Marvin Cook 
 Bill & Jo Sanders (a) 
 
28 - John Shaver 
 

APRIL 
 
1 - Richard Hurt Jr. 
 
3 - Dustin & Sarah Lambert (a) 
 
4 - Richard & Sharon Sample (a) 
 Wendy Geltmacher 
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Another Chance 
I have always thought that one the most important things in life is 
that we encourage the people around us. Jonas Salk, the great 
scientist and discoverer of the vaccine against polio, understood 
the concept of being encouraging. He was once asked, “How 
does this outstanding achievement, which has effectively brought 
an end to the word polio in our vocabulary, cause you to view 
your previous 200 failures. His response (paraphrased) was: I 
never had 200 failures in my life. My family didn’t think in terms 
of failure. They taught in terms of experiences and what could be 
learned. I just made my 201

st
 discovery. I couldn’t have made it 

without learning from the previous 200 experiences.  
Winston Churchill was also raised in a family that encouraged 
him. He was not intimidated by errors. When he made one, he 
simply thought the problem through again. Someone asked him, 
“Sir Winston, what in your school experience best prepared you 
to lead Britain out of her darkest hour?” Churchill thought a 
minute and then said, “It was the two years I spent at the same 
level in high school.” “Did you fail?” “No,” replied Winston. “I had 
two opportunities to get it right”.  These two great men had 
people behind them who encouraged them to become two of the 
greatest men ever to live. How about you? Are you an 
encourager?  Do you encourage the people around you? Do you 
encourage family members, work associates, friends. The Bible 
says in Hebrews 10:24-25 (NLT):  

24 
Let us think of ways to 

motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 
25 
And 

let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, 
but encourage one another, especially now that the day of 
his return is drawing near.  I encourage you to be an 
encourager and, in doing so, you can change the world.  
 
I do look forward to working and worshiping with you this month. 
           

                   Pastor Wally 



March 2009                                      Page 6 

 
   One Great Hour of 
Sharing has now 
released $65,000 to help 
the people of Haiti in the 
a f te rmath  o f  the 
earthquake. A special 
request was received 

from the Area III ABWM 
White Cross Chairman 
for roller bandages, 3 

inches by 10 yards, for Haiti. Our local society 
has 38 ready to mail. 
   As part of our White Cross Quota, 44 roller 
bandages 2 inches by 10 yards, have been sent 
to the Congo with $132 included for the Overseas 
Purchase Plan. A check for $96.50 has been sent 
to the Philippines. Roller bandages are made 
from used bed sheets. 
   1128 cans of soup were received for Souper 
Bowl Sunday. They were taken to Loaves and 
Fishes by Debbie Derry & Don Garlick. Thank 
you! 
   One Hope United was founded as Chicago 
Baptist Orphanage in 1895 and as Hudelson 
Baptist Children’s Home in 1903. Today, One 
Hope United is a federation of agencies that span 
three regions in four states, serving nearly 15,000 
children and families each year.  They offer a 
diverse array of prevention, intervention, and 
community-based services in the following 
categories: Prevention Services, Child 
Development, Youth Services, Family 

Preservation, Counseling, and Placement 
Services. 
   More than 2,300 children were served through 
foster care or adoption with more than half of 
foster care children returning to their biological 
families within 12 months. 161 children were 
adopted into safe and nurturing homes in Florida 
in 2009. 
   More than 4,500 children and families receive 
child abuse prevention with 98% experiencing no 
substantiated reports of abuse or neglect.  
   Over 1,100 youth receive counseling and 
outreach services, with 91% being deflected from 
further involvement with the juvenile justice 
system. 
   The mission of One Hope United is to protect 
children and strengthen families with their vision 
of a safe home for every child. 
   These are statistics for FY09. One Hope United 
is a $250 item in the Mission Budget of Macomb 
First Baptist Church. 
   Nicaragua and Costa Rica make up the 
geographical areas of study for ABWM for 2010. 
In February 2009, 13 American Baptist Women 
from across the US traveled to Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua to experience first hand what our 
missionaries Gary and Melinda Bates, Laura and 
David Parajòn, and Ketley and Vital Pierre 
actually do. 
   David and Laura are both medical doctors, as 
were David’s father, Gustavo Parajòn. He and his 
wife, Joan, were American Baptist Missionaries in 
Nicaragua from 1964-2003. As retirement  

Musing on Missions  
by Meryl Cook 
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approached, Joan wondered how God could use 
her. Music had always been a vital part of her 
ministry.  
   She was invited to start a men’s choir in 
Tipitapa Prison just outside the city. She had 
directed church choirs before but this was a new 
challenge. After much prayer and many 
questions, she began her new mission. For 15 
years now, Joan has directed the men’s choir in 
the prison. The men had already held tryouts for 
new members. They must be able to match tones 
and have a desire to sing. Joan teaches them the 
melody with the use of a keyboard. They follow 
words copied on sheets of paper. Joan is a 
taskmaster, the men must sing until they get it 
right. All the music has the theme of Jesus and 
His redemptive love, and what God can do for us. 
   Of the 250 men who have been members of 
her choir, only three have returned to prison and 
only one has had to remain. Guards are nearby 
at rehearsal, but have never been needed. The 
prisoner’s dedication to good singing and their 
respect for Joan even brought permission for 
them to sing at the First Baptist Church of 
Managua. 
   Because of Joan Parajòn and her music, these 
men have a new song in their hearts and the 
hope of a new life. The ladies on tour also left 
with a new song in their hearts. “Indeed, music, 
even in a Nicaraguan prison, is a wondrous link 
with God.” These were comments by Dottie 
McCrossen from Overland Park, Kansas. 
Sharon Farral of Moline was on of the tour 

group. 
   David and Laura Parajòn serve through the 
Board of International Ministries, David at the 
Baptist Hospital in Managua and Laura at 
PROVADENIC (Project of Vaccinations and 
Development in Nicaragua), a community based 
rural health project. She works with local villages 
throughout Nicaragua who have no other access 
to health care. Their mission is to demonstrate 
the love of God by accompanying rural villagers 
in Nicaragua as partners in constructing healthy 
communities. There are 32 rural health clinics. 
   When Laura was in the states and speaker at 
the Regional Missions Conference a few years 
ago, she was promoting the “worm project”, this 
was collecting money to buy pills to kill intestinal 
worms in the children, that could be purchased 
for three cents apiece. Children need to be 
treated twice a year. She gave them to her own 
three children. 
   David’s father founded this program in 1967. 
   Stories of the Bates and Pierre families will 
follow in April. 
 

Bible book for March: Ezekiel 
 

Birthdays: 
March 2—Annie Dieselberg, IM Thailand 
March 3—David Parajòn, IM Nicaragua 
March 10—Ramona Shawver, IM Mexico, Our 
Special 
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Thank you so much for the wonderful lunch that 
you provided for our family. It was nice to have a 
place to gather after the funeral. 
                                Thank you, 
    Betty Werder & Family 
 

 
 

Wesley United 

Methodist Church 

March 5, 12, 19, & 26 

12:05—12:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 1 

First Christian Church 

7:00 p.m. 
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Easter Sunday ScheduleEaster Sunday ScheduleEaster Sunday ScheduleEaster Sunday Schedule    
,,,,April 1April 1April 1April 1  2010 2010 2010 2010    
    

    
    

7:007:007:007:00————8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.    
Easter Sonrise Easter Sonrise Easter Sonrise Easter Sonrise 

WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship    
    
    
    

    
    

8:158:158:158:15————9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.    
Easter BreakfastEaster BreakfastEaster BreakfastEaster Breakfast    

    
    

    
    

9:309:309:309:30————10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.    
Easter WorshipEaster WorshipEaster WorshipEaster Worship    

    
Sunday School is Sunday School is Sunday School is Sunday School is 
cancelled this daycancelled this daycancelled this daycancelled this day    
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Guided Reflection & Prayer 
 

Praise God For All He Has Done and Is Doing 
 Our Church 

A God-centered Focus 
Adult Small Group Preparation &  
    Leaders 
Church Unity 
Development of Plans for the New       
    Building 
Financial Situation of FBC  
Future Decisions 
Our Continued Spiritual Growth 
Outreach to Community 
Protection & Guidance 
Raise up Leaders, Teachers, & Workers 
Sunday School Classes & Leaders 

Educational Programs 
 Children’s Church & Leaders 
    Margie Harn  
    Jim & Angie Richardson    

Dustin Lambert  
    Wendy Geltmacher 
 Nursery: Children & Attendants 
 Youth Group & Leaders 
    Mike & Stephanie Foulk 
 Sunday School Leaders 
  Lora Wallace 
  Rob Wallace 
  Russell Glaue 
  Pastor Wally 

    Mike Foulk 
    Judy Hurt 
    Mary McKamy 
    Pastor Claudia 
 Small Group Leaders 
  Pastor Wally 
  Phil Earnest 
  Mary McKamy 
  Pastor Claudia 
   

Our Community Needs 
 Campus Crusade for Christ 
 Community Leaders 
 Emergency Responders 
 Habitat for Humanity 
 Intervarsity 
 Loaves & Fishes 
 Our Youth 
 Our Schools 
 Red Cross 
 Salvation Army 
 Wise Decisions by Our City Council 
 Youth for Christ 
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Guided Reflection & Prayer 

 
 

Other Needs as 
You are Led 
 Family & 
Friends 

Leadership Teams 
 2010 Team 
 ABW Ministries 
    Meryl Cook - Leader 
 Building Team 
    David Harman - Leader 
 Creative Arts Ministry Team 
    Pastor Claudia - Chair 
 Fellowship Team 
    Annetta Holt – Co-Chair  
    Betty Ingledue – Co-Chair 
 First Baptist Seniors 
 Men’s Ministry 
    Ted Doxstader - Leader 
 Pastoral Relations Team 
    Jim Richardson – Deacon  
       Chair 
    Steve Smart – Trustee Chair 
    Sarah Lambert –Christian  
       Education Chair 
    Lavon Smart – Member-at- 
   Large 
 Praise Team 
    Annetta Holt - Leader 

Church Leaders 
 Pastor Wally 
 Pastor Claudia  
 Church Staff 
 Board of Christian Education 
    Sarah Lambert - Chair 
 Board of Deacons 
    Jim Richardson - Chair 
 Board of Trustees 
    Steve Smart - Chair 
  

 American Baptist National Leaders 
 Great Rivers Region Leaders 
  Rev. Dr. J. Dwight Stinnett,  
     Executive Minister, ABC/
 GRR  
  Rev. Dr. Richard Ricks, 
 Associate Minister, Area III 

Our Nation 
 President Obama 
 Military Leaders 
 National  Leaders 
 State Leaders 
 The Economy 
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It’s early in the final week. The props and players for Friday’s drama are in 
position. Six-inch spikes have been sharpened and ready for use. A crossbeam 
leans against a shed wall. The players are nearing the stage: Pilate, Annas, 
Caiaphas, Judas, the Roman centurion, just to name a few. But this is no play; 
it’s a divine plan. All eyes are on one figure – Jesus. Leaving Jericho and 
walking toward Jerusalem, he doesn’t chatter; he doesn’t pause. He is on a 
journey, his final journey. Enter the holy week and observe. Feel his passion: 
weeping as Jerusalem ignores; pleading as disciples sleep. Hear his promise: 
God came into our world to take us home. Let’s follow Jesus on this final 
journey. It will be a journey you’ll never forget.  
 

March 7 ~ Religion vs. Relationship 
Michael Foulk Speaking 

 
March 14 ~ Impossible? 

Special Guest: Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
 

March 21 ~ From Jericho to Jerusalem 
 

March 28 ~ PALM SUNDAY 
The Guy With the Donkey 

 
April 4 ~ EASTER SUNDAY 

7:00 a.m. Easter Sonrise Worship 
The Hidden Tomb 

 
8:15 a.m. Breakfast 

 
9:30 a.m.  Easter Worship 
See You at the Table 

Plus a Special Children’s Drama 



3, 10, 17, 24 3:00 p.m.  Small Group Study 
   6:30 p.m.  Small Group Studies 
 

3, 10, 17, 24, 31 5:00 p.m.  Taizé prayer services at St. Paul’s Church 
 

4, 11, 18, 25 6:30 p.m.  FBC Praise Team Practice 
   6:30 p.m.  Addicted (FBC Youth Group) 
 

5, 12, 19, 26 12:05—12:45 p.m. Community Lenten Worship at Wesley United 
          Methodist Church 
 

6, 13, 27  7:30 a.m.  Men’s Ministry 
 

7, 14, 21, 28 9:30 a.m.  Worship 
   10:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
 

 2  1:30 p.m.  ABW Ministries at the Riggins’ home 
          Hostess: Sandra Riggins 
   6:00—8:00 p.m. Creative Arts Ministry Team 
 

 6     GRR Area III Meeting At FBC Savoy 
 

 9  6:00 p.m.  Pastoral Relations Committee 
   6:30 p.m.  Boards Meet 
 

 12  7:00 p.m.  Western Illinois Traditional Music Association 
 

 14     Daylight Savings Time Begins 
   2:00 p.m.  Worship at Grand Prairie 
 

 17  11:15 a.m.  First Baptist Seniors going to Rocky’s 
 

 20  7:30 a.m.  Men’s Ministry at the Old Dairy 
 

 26-28     Blaze Youth Conference in St. Louis, MO 
 

 27  10:00—11:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 28     Palm Sunday 
 

 28—April 4    Holy Week 
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